Ckyta XXXI

TROUBLE WITH THE SEfAR AND OTHER
TRIBES

Though we had peace, jet 'twill k A

Great Me ere things are settled:

Though the wind lie, jet after a storm

The sect will work a great while.                       SELDEN,

Pleasure and revenge,

Have ears more deaf than adders to the voice
Of any tme decision.                                        SHAKESPEARE.

SHORTLY after His Highness returned in September to India to see his
mother, who was seriously ill, trouble started with some of the foreign
Ya&'i mercenaries. It will be remembered, perhaps, that the Qu'aiti
dynasty is itself Yafa'i, and that Yafa'i had come to the country about -four
hundred years before. The families that had long settled there had become
as Hadhrami as the indigenous Hadhrami themselves, but others had been
in the habit of coming for a period of years from the Yafa'i mountains and
enlisting as mercenaries. They received eight dollars a month pay and,
being like all members of their tribe good money makers outside their
own country, had settled down to screwing money out of the local
inhabitants in no very scrupulous ways. Some of the leaders realized that,
as good order and Government were now on a fair way to being established,
they would be likely to find their wings clipped. They therefore started
intrigues wlich, later, were to cause considerable trouble among the Hamumi
tribe.

I was anxious too about the big desert tribes. As I have said, the Sei'ar
were always the biggest problem. I had kanrtjiow far they raided on my
first journey, and enough has been said here to show that all the tribes who
signed the general truce were suspicious of the Sei'ar. They wanted to have
unlimited licence to shoot Sei'ars on sight, but it would have been a poor
sort of peace if the Sefars were to be out of it and were to be counted no
more than animals. A Tew of them had signed 6n and $ few came to me
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